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COUNTY  and  BURGHS 


PCR  THE  YEAR 


1947 


by  the 


COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


and 


COUNTY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 
the  County  Council  of  Clackmannan  and  the 
Town  Councils  of  Alloa,  Alva,  Tillicoultry 
and  Dollar. 


Mrs.  Ogilvie  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for 
1947  upon  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  County  of 
Clackmannan  and  of  ,the  Burghs  within  it.  The  Annual  Report  of 
the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  included. 

It  has  been  a year  of  marked  progress  and  one  which  the 
County  Council  can  look  back  on  with  considerable  satisfaction. 

The  number  of  births,  863,  was  the  highest  ever  recorded. 
The  general  death  rate  was  slightly  less  and  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  slightly  in  excess  of  the  rates  for  Scotland  as 
a whole. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  opened  at  Coalsnaught on.  Dollar, 
Fishcross,  Mens trie  and  Tullibody.  The  County  is  now  adequately 
served  by  ten  clinics.  I should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
ladies  who,  by  giving  voluntary  service,  contribute  greatly  to 
the  success  of  these  clinics.  An  Ante-natal  clinic  was  started 
in  the  County  Hospital,  Alloa,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Area 
Obstetrician.  The  Hospital  Managers  merit  thanks  for  so 
generously  granting  facilities  for  the  Clinic. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  was  less 
than  In  the  previous  year.  An  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  caused 
some  concern  and  is  reported  in  detail.  There  was  a marked 
increase  in  the  number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria 
and  for  the  first  time  on  record  no  case  of  the  disease  occurred 
in  the  Cc  unty . 

A short  history  of  the  County  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
is  included  since  the  Hospital  will  soon  be  transferred  to  the 
Western  Regional  Hospital  Board.  It  is  being  handed  over  in 
good  shape.  The  County  Council,  ever  mindful  of  the  needs  of 
the  community,  enlarged  the  Hospital  and  carefully  maintained 
its  fabric.  The  Hospital  compares  favourably  with  any  other 
of  its  kind  and  size.  Over  the  years  it  has  progressively 
given  greater  service  to  the  community.  We  look  back  with 
satisfaction  and  forward  with  high  hopes. 

The  new  Office  and  clinic  accommodation  at  Bedford  House 
is  proving  invaluable.  Medical  and  Nursing  Staff  have  been 
increased  and  the  Department  has  been  reorganised  to  meet 
additional  demands.  Pending  legislation  points  to  even 
greater  claims  on  the  Health  Department  in  the  near  future. 

I should  like  to  thank  members  of  County  and  Town 
Councils  and  fellow  Officials  for  their  interest  and  help 
during  the  year  and  also  the  Medical,  Dental,  Health  Visitor 
and  Office  5 baff ; together  with  the  Day  Nursery  and  Hospital 
Nursing  and  Domestic  Staffs  for  their  continued  support. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Health  Department, 

Bedford  Place, 

Alloa.  J.  A.  Roughead, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1948. 
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County  Sanitary  Inspector  David  'Wood,  A.R.  San.  I. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  S,  Gauld,  A.R.  San. I. 

Resigned  October,  1947) 
W.A.  Dunlop,  M.R.  San. I. 
A.M.  Inst.  P.C., 

(Took  up  duty  15/1/48). 


DENTAL  ,STaFF. 


Chief  Dental  Officer  R.D.  Buchan,  L.D.S.,  R.F.P.S. 

(Glasgow) 

Assistant  Dental  Officer  Elizabeth  F.G.  Barr,  L.D.S., 

R.F.P.S.  (Glasgow) 

(Resigned  April,  1948). 

Dental  Attendants  W.W.  Brown 

E.  Muir 


PHYSIOTHERAPIST . 

rilison  McDougall,  M.C.S.P.  (Resigned  6/10/47) 

Mollie  B.  Kellie,  M.C.S.P,,  M.E.,  L.E.T.,  (Took  up  duty  1/12/47). 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 


M.F.  Clark 
E.  Ferguson 
W.  Fisher 

J.  Fraser  (Took  up  duty  12/4/48). 
S . P . Leyden 


M.M,  Macmillan 

L. A.  Mutch  (Took  up  duty  10/2/47). 

H.N.  Robertson 

M.  Duffus  (Took  up  duty  15/6/47). 

J.T.  Meldrum  (Cleanliness  Inspectress) 


OFFICE  STAFF 


Chief  Clerk 
Clerkesses  and  Typists 


J.G.  Robertson,  D.P.A, 

N.P.  Forsyth,  J,  Pearson, 

A.  Pearson,  B.  Douglas,  M.  Gray. 

PART-TIME  STAFF 


Veterinary  Inspector 

Consultants  to  Infectious  Diseases 

Hospital 

Eye  Specialist 
Orthopaedic  Specialist 
Specialist  Obstetrician 
DistrictMedical  Officers  (Poor  Law) 

Alloa  Parish  Dr 

Alva  Parish  Dr 

Tillicoultry  Parish  Dr 

Dollar  Parish  Dr 

Clackmannan  Parish  Dr 

Part-time  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors- 
D.  Walker j Dollar,  J.  Ballingall. 


G.C.  Inglis,  M.R.C.V.S. 

M.  MacCulloch,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S, 

A. A.  Mackelvie,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S. 
Marion  MacArthur,  M.B.,  Ch.B*  • 

W.V.  Anderson,  F.R.C.S. 

D.S.  Greig,  M.D.,  M.R.C.O.G. 

. N. A.  Large  and  Dr.  R.  Bell. 

. W.E.  Faulkner  and  Dr.  V.W.C.  Gordon. 
. Chapelle  and  Dr.  W.B.  Ross. 

. J.D.T.  Wilson. 
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COUNTY  OP  CLACKMANNAN. 


1947 


REPORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


The  major  health  services  for  which  the  County  Council 
is  responsible  are  dealt  with  first,  while  separate  sections 
follow  dealing  with  the  minor  health  services  for  which  the 
County  and  Town  Councils  are  each  responsible  In  their 
respective  areas. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  following  statistics  of  the  County  include  the  Burghs. 

Populatj  on; - The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the 
civilian  population  of  the  County  to  the  middle  of  1947  was 
35,320  an  increase  of  1,051.  The  1931  Census  population  was 

31,947. 

Births . The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  the  County 
was  863  (registered  in  District  608;  transferred  out  30; 
transferred  in  235)  of  which  464  were  males  and  399  females. 

The  birth-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  was  24.4. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  births  which  has  taken 
place  over  the  past  ten  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Year. 

No.  of  births. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Estimated  population. 

1947 

863 

24.4 

1946 

772 

21.2 

1945 

621 

16.9 

1944 

723 

19.7 

1943 

690 

19.0 

1942 

644 

17.8 

1941 

628 

16. 1 

1940 

545 

15.5 

1939 

578 

16 .7 

1933 

558 

16.8 

1937 

534 

16.3 

Of  the 

total  live  births  44  were  illegitimate  equal  to  a 

of  5.1 

per  100  live  births  as 

compared  with  6,9  in  1946. 

Still  Births.  There  were  40  still  births  (19  male,  21 
fema  leT  giving  a rate  of  44  per  1,000  total  births  (including 
still-births)  compared  with  23  still-births  (35  per  1,000) 
last  year.  The  following  were  the  rates  for  1945  - 13; 

1944  - 23;  1943  - 42;  1942  - 34  and  1941  - 33.  The  figure 
for  Scotland  was  31. 


Infantile  Mortality.  The  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age  was  51,  an  increase  of  15  on  last 
year's  figure.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  59  per  1,000 
live  births  compared  with  47  last  year. 

Congenital/ 
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Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations, 
etc.,  accounted  for  33  (75  per  cent)  of  the  infant  deaths  while 
9 (18  per  cent)  were  due  to  pneumonia. 

The  average  infant  mortality  rate  for  five  yearly  periods 
in  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Year . 

County . 

Scotland 

1892 

- 1895 

124 

1896 

- 1900 

111 

- 

1901 

- 1905 

108 

- 

1903 

- 1910 

85 

- 

1911 

- 1915 

100 

- 

1916 

- 1920 

91 

100 

1921 

- 1925 

79 

92 

1926 

- 1930 

77 

86 

1931 

- 1935 

85 

81 

1936 

- 1940 

77 

76 

1941 

- 1945 

70 

68 

1946 

47 

54 

1947 

59 

56 

Marriages  The  marriages  numbered  298  equivalent  to  a 
rate  of  8.4  per  1,000  estimated  population.  Last  year’s  figure 
was  311  and  the  corresponding  rate  was  8.5. 

Deaths . Deaths  from  all  causes  corrected  for  transfers, 
numbered  432  of  which  227  were  male  and  205  female  giving  a 
corrected  and  adjusted  death  rate  of  12,1  per  1,000  estimated 
population.  This  figure  is  0.6  higher  than  that  of  last  year 
and  compares  with  12 0 9 for  Scotland, 

The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  1947:- 

Ileart  Disease,  120;  Cancer,  50;  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  50; 
Bronchitis,  17;  Congenital  Debility,  38;  Old  Age,  24; 

Violence,  21;  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System,  15;  Nephritis 
and  other  genlto-urinary  diseases,  10;  Pneumonia,  17;  Other 
Digestive  Diseases,  11;  Diabetes,  7. 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — Influenza  accounted  for  2 
deaths;  VJhooping-cough  2 deaths  and  Cerebro -Spinal  Fever,  1. 

Tuberculous  Diseases . —.There  were  15  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  giving  a death-rate  of  0.42  compared  wi th  0.55 
in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Cancer. — This  disease  accounted  for  50  deaths  (20  male 
and  30  female)  compared  with  58  during  the  previous  year.  All 
but  11  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  55  years  of  age. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhn  gw  . —There  were  50  deaths  due  to  cerebral 
haemorrhage.  Except  2 all  were  persons  over  55  years  of  age. 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  Sys  tern Heart  disease  accounted 
for  120  of  the  131  deaths  in  this  group. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System, —There  were  38  deaths 
due  to  disease  of  the  respiratory  system  excluding  tuberculosis. 
Pneumonia  accounted  for  17  and  bronchitis  17  of  the  total 
deaths . 

Diseases/ 
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Diseases  of  the  Geni to -Urinary  System.-  There  were  10 
deaths  due  to  diseases  of  this  system,  of  which  3 were  attri- 
buted to  nephritis  and  5 to  other  causes. 

Violent  Deaths.-  There  were  16  deaths  of  which  two  were 
suicidal  and  19  accidental  (9  road  accident  and  10  other 
violence ) . 

Table  I.  of  Appendix  '-rives  the  causes  of  death  in  age 

groups • 

Maternal  Mortality.-  There  were  2 maternal  deaths.  The 
maternal  mortality  rate  was  2.2  per  1,000  live  and  still  births, 
as  compared  with  a rate  of  2.0  for  Scotland. 


MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES. 


General  Report  on  the  working  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland) 
Act,  1915.- 

Seventeen  midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to  practise  - 
in  the  County  District  4,  Alloa  5,  Alva  3,  Tillicoultry  3,  and 
Dollar  2.  Eight  of  the  Midwives  normally  act  as  maternity 
nurses  and  not  as  Midwives  although  qualified  to  do  so  in  terms 
of  the  Maternity  Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937. 

The  inspections  of  midwives  throughout  the  year  numbered 

22. 

MATERNITY  SERVICES  ( SCOTLAND ) hCT,  1937.  The  County  Council 
Scheme  under  this  Act  ensures  that  women  who  are  to  be  confined 
in  their  own  homes  will  have  adequate  medical  and  nursing  care 
before,  during  and  after  child-birth  should  they  so  desire. 
During  1947  there  were  555  applicants  and  489  births  took 
place.  This  means  that  79.0  per  cent,  of  births  which 
actually  took  place  in  the  County  (i.e.,  excluding  the  285 
births  transferred  in)  were  at  home  under  the  Maternity 
Services  Scheme. 

Fifty-one  mothers  had  to  have  hospital  treatment. 


1.  BIRTHS. 

(a)  Total  number  of  live  births  occurring  608  (plus  11 

in  the  area  during  year  still-births) 


(b)  Number  of  births  in  (a)  classified  according 
to  nature  of  attendance  at  conf inement • - 

(i)  Maternity  Services  (a)  with  doctor  .....  205 

Scheme  Cases  (b)  without  doctor  ..  274 

(ii)  Other  Domiciliary  Cases  (a)  with  doctor  .....  76 


(b)  with  midwife  alone 

(no  doctor  booked) 41 

(c)  conducted  by  out- 

door staff  of 
institution  .... 

(d)  without  doctor 

or  midwife  


(iii)/ 


~ 
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(iii)  Institutional  Cases  (including  those  in 

private  maternity  and  nursing  homes)  

2.  HOME  VISITATION  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

Two  Health  Visitors  were  appointed  during  the  year,  which 
has  enabled  some  re-arrangement  of  the  districts  supervised  by 
each  Health  Visitor  to  be  made.  (See  table). 
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3.  ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS. 


Ante-natal  and  post-natal  Clinics  have  been  held  locally 
since  October,  at  the  County  Hospital,  Alloa,  by  the  Consultant 
Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist . Previous  to  the  opening  of 
the  Clinic,  women  attended  the  out-patient  Clinics  at  Stirling 
Royal  Infirmary* 

Stirling  Royal  Infirmary  County  Hospital, 

No e of  Cases  Attendances  Alloa. 


Ante-natal  .......  117  544  109 

Post-natal  .......  82  104  Included  In  Ante- 

natal . 

Gynaecological  ...  - - 50 


4 • CHILD  ; 1 1LFARE  CLINICS . 


Child  'elf are  Clinics  have  been  expanded  considerably  during 
the  year,  no.  there  are  no1'/  ten  centres  in  the  County,  soe  page  7. 


The  Educational  side  of  the  work  Is  dealt  with  at  the 
Mothercraft  jacVnn.  There  are  no  Child  Welfare  Clinics  pro- 
vided bv  Voluntary  Eodies, 

5.  SPECI.J'  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

No.  of  Cases  treated  during  year:-  Mothers  Children 


(3 ) Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  ......... 

(4)  Other  Ailments  

(5)  Ultra-Violet  Light  Treatment  . 

(6)  Orthopaedic  . . 


9 

43 


33 

51 


6.  There  are  no  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  in  the  County. 


7.  There  are  no  residential  Nurseries  or  Children's  Homes  in  the 
County.  attendances  at  the  Day  Nursery,  Broad  Street,  Alloa, 
were  as  follows 


Under  2 years  82 

Over  2 years  5 ,502 

5,584 


With  bhe  removal  of  the  Ultra-Violet  Ray  Clinic  to  the  new 
Public  Health  Offices,  two  more  rooms  have  now  become  available 
for  nursery  purposes,  and  ’/, ore  children  are  being  admitted. 

At  the  Nursery  in  November,  there  was  a slight  outbreak  of 
diarrhoea,  2 junior  staff  and  several  children  being  mildly 
affected  for  one  or  two  days0  A typical  stool  was  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination,  and  the  report  showed  the  presence 
of  B.  Dysenberiao  Sonne.  The  stools  of  staff  and  children 
were  then  all  examined,  and  three  junior  staff  and  seventeen 
children  were  found  to  give  positive  results,  although  clinical 
symptoms  had  disappeared  except  in  the  case  of  one  child. 

Those/ 
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Those  affected  were  excluded  from  the  Nursery,  and  repeated 
specimens  were  examined  until  satisfactory  results  were 
obtained.  No  child  and  no  member  of  the  staff  was  seriously 
ill.  No  source  of  infection  was  found.  Infectious  diseases 
occurring  in  children  at  the  Day  Nursery  were.- 


Chicken  pox  5 
German  Measles  10 
Measles  5 
Mumps  2 
Whooping  Cough  2 


No  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  diagnosed  amongst  the  children. 
Ten  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

8.  A Home  Help  Scheme  is  under  consideration 
ULTRAVIOLET  Riff  CLINIC. - 


The  number  of  School  and  pre-school  treated  at  this  Clinic 
is  as  follows 

(a)  Number  of  Cases. - 


School  Children  • 91 

Pre-School  33 


(b ) Number  of  Attendances. - 


School  Children  1,311 

Pre-School  459 


MATERNITY  HOS  PITAL . - 


Under  the  provision  of  the  Maternity  Scheme  maternity  cases 
were  treated  in  Stirling  Royal  Infirmary  Maternity  Centre  for 
the  following  Conditions 


Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  13 

Threatened  abortion  1 

Caesarian  Section  1 

Cardiac  conditions  4 

Contracted  pelvis  3 

Convulsions  1 

Delayed  labour  12 

Disproportion  4 

False  labour  1 

Hydrocephalus  1 

Hyperemesis  2 

Malpresentation 10 

Multiple  pregnancy  3 

Placenta  praevia  2 

Post  eclamptic  1 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage  6 

Pre-eclamptic  Toxaemia  21 

Pyelitis  6 

Retained  placenta  3 

Other  conditions  15 


110 

Seventy-six  patients  were  admitted  due  to  housing  conditions, 
of  which  six  were  assisted  under  the  Scheme. 


CHILD  ®FARE  CLINICS 
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FOOD  AND  MILK. 

(1)  Dried  Milk  and  other  Milk  Substitutes  - 


Total  Quantity 
Supplied. 


Cow  and  Gate 

1,615 

lbs . 

Ostermilk 

1,506 

lbs. 

Trufood 

2,497 

lbs . 

Other  Food  Preparations 

Malt  and  Oil 

710 

lbs. 

Virol 

1,018 

lbs. 

(2)  Total  Cost  to  Local  Authority 

£837.  18. 

6d. 

Amount  recovered  by  Local  Authority 

843.  14. 

-d. 

Net  Profit 

x 5.  15  • 

6d. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION 

AND  TREATMENT 

INSPECTION:- 

Hospital 

M.  & C.W. 

Total . 

(T.i.y ' 

Number  examined 

9 

9 

18 

Number  not  requiring 

treatment 

3 

- 

3 

Number  requiring  treatment 

6 

9 

15 

Number  accepting  treatment 

6 

9 

15 

AGE-GROUF  TABLE. 

Age 

Hospital 

M.  & C.W. 

2 

- 

2 

3 

- 

2 

4 

- 

4 

5 

_ 

1 

Adults 

9 

- 

Total 

9 

9 

TREATMENT 

Hospital 

M.  & C.W. 

Total 

Visits  to  Hospital 

2 

_ 

2 

No.  appointments  made 

7 

14 

21 

No.  appointments  kept 

7 

14 

21 

No.  appointments  broken 

- 

- 

- 

No.  New  Patients 

4 

9 

13 

No.  Former  Patients 
No.  Compound  Fillings  - 

3 

5 

8 

Perm,  teeth 

4 

- 

4 

Temp,  teeth 
No.  Cement  Fillings  - 

— 

5 

5 

Perm,  teeth 

- 

- 

- 

Temp,  teeth 
No.  of  Extractions  - 

— 

6 

6 

Perm,  teeth 

4 

- 

4 

Temp,  teeth 

- 

8 

8 

No.  of  Scalings 

1 

- 

1 

I 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  including 
Tuberculosis  notified  was  205.  Cases  occurring  in  H.M.  Forces 
are  not  included  and  in  some  the  original  diagnosis  is  revised. 
This  figure  shows  a decrease  of  104  on  the  total  for  1946  and 
may  be  compared  with  267  in  1945;  298  in  1^44;  329  in  1943; 

272  in  1942  and  298  in  1941. 

Table  II  of  Appendix  gives  details  of  the  cases  notified. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  - Two  cases  were  notified.  There  was 

one  death. 

Diphtheria.  - The  satisfactory  position  with  regard  to  the 
numbers  immunised  against  Diphtheria  and  the  incidence  of  the 
disease  is  shown  in  the  following  table.  In  1941  the  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  Campaign  was  launched  with  the  object  of  eliminating 
the  disease  from  the  County.  Over  seven  years  there  has  been 
a progressive  decline  in  the  number  of  confirmed  cases.  In  1941 
there  were  107  cases;  in  1947  no  case  of  diphtheria  occurred. 

The  large  number  of  pre-school  children  immunised  in  1947  was  due 
to  additional  facilities  for  immunisation  being  provided  by  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  Child  Welfare  Clinics  throughout  the 


County.  Since  immunisation  began  more  tha 
injections  have  been  given  without  undue  u 

1911  1942 

ii  24500C  si: 
pset  to  any 

1943  1944 

ngle 
child . 

1945 

1946 

1947 

No.  of  school  children 
immunised  5 207 

228 

95 

102 

110 

117 

183 

No.  of  school  children 
who  received  re- inforcing 
doses 

- 3,729 

270 

218 

377 

No.  of  pre-school 
children  immunised  1.G24 

123 

237 

183 

426 

363 

646 

No.  of  births  less  deaths 
under  1 year 

59C 

650 

665 

670 

736 

812 

No.  of  cases  In  which  the 
diagnosis  of  Diphtheria 
wa  s c on  f i r me  d . 1 0 7 

60 

50 

44 

24 

14 

- 

Dysentery.  - In  addition  to  the 

outb 

reak  at  the 

Day  Nursery 

two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  by  General  Practitioners. 

Erysipelas.  - There  were  12  cases  of  which  9 were  removed 

to  hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  - Three  cases  were  notified.  Vision 
was  not  impaired. 

Pneumonia.  - All  forms  of  this  disease  accounted  for  94 
cases  or  45.9  per  cent  of  notifications  and  73  of  those  affected 
were  treated  in  hospital.  There  were  10  deaths. 

Puerperal  Infection.  - Five  cases  were  notified  and  removed 

to  hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever.  - There  were  75  cases  notified,  compared 
with  71  in  1943  and  all  except  5 were  removed  to  hospital. 
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POLIOMYELITIS. 


The  total  number  of  cases  notified  as  Infantile  Paralysis 
in  Clackmannanshire  during  the  months  August  to  November,  1947, 
was  23.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  in  10  cases  to  which  were 
added  2 cases  originally  notified  as  Meningitis.  Those  were 
proved  to  be  Infantile  Paralysis,  making  in  all  a total  of  12 
cases.  The  remaining  11  cases  were  not  confirmed  and  suffered 
from  the  following  conditions. 


Bronchitis 

Broncho- 

pneumonia 

Lobar 

pneumonia 

Tons illitis 

No  abnormality 
detected. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

The  first  confirmed  case  occurred  on  the  11th  August,  1947, 
and  the  last  case  on  the  4th  November,  1947. 

Distribution;-  Seven  cases  occurred  in  the  Burgh  of  Alloa  at 
widely  separated  points.  One  case  was  found  in  each  of  the 
Burghs  of  Alva,  Tillicoultry  and  Dollar,  and  one  case  each  in 
the  County  Areas  of  Sauchie  and  Mens  trie. 

Age . The  disease  concentrated  on  children  of  pre-school  age 
as  the  following  table  indicates. 


Years  . 


Under  5 

5+ 

10+ 

20+ 

30+ 

Males  4 

3 

- 

1 

Females  4 

— , 

- 

- 

Clinical  Type.  The  infection  was  predominantly  one  which 
involved  the  cervical  or  the  lumbar  segments  of  the  spinal 
column,  both  areas  being  simultaneously  involved  in  6 cases. 
There  was  bulbar  involvement  in  one  case.  Eight  cases  were 
febrile  on  admission  to  hospital.  The  clinical  syndrome  was 
variable  but  the  commonest  prodromal  symptoms  were  headache, 
anorexia  and  general  irritability.  In  5 cases  paresis  or 
paralysis  of  muscles  with  consequent  functional  disability 
was  the  first  indication  of  the  condition.  In  general, 
paralysis  were  maximal  by  48  hours  but  in  2 cases  further  groups 
of  muscles  were  subsequently  affected,  1 case  progressing  to 
a fatal  issue. 

Deaths . As  stated  above  one  death  occurred  which  involved  a' 
child  aged  1 3/12  years.  On  admission  to  the  Fever  Hospital, 
paralysis  of  the  left  leg  and  abdominal  muscles  was  observed. 

The  following  day  the  right  leg  was  involved  and  later 
respiratory  paralysis  ensued  which  was  only  partly  relieved  by 
intra-nasal  oxygen.  Twenty-four  hours  thereafter  the  case 
developed  paralysis  of  both  arms,  and  a broncho-pneumonia, 
which  did  not  respond  to  treatment,  death  taking  place  2 days 
later. 

Treatment/ 
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Treatment.  All  cases  and  suspect  cases  were  removed  to  the  Fever 
Hospital  in  Alloa  immediately  on  being  notified.  The  maximum 
rest  was  therefore  ensured  from  the  start.  Arrangements  were 
made  with  the  Princess  Margaret  Rose  Hospital,  Edinburgh,  to 
transfer  all  post-infective  cases  there  for  specialist 
orthopaedic  treatment.  The  one  adult  case  was  transferred  to 
Killearn  Hospital.  Initially  4 cases  were  sent  to  Princess 
Margaret  Rose  Hospital  but  due  to  the  pressing  need  for  beds  six 
cases  had  their  ’’follow- up”  treatment  in  the  Fever  Hospital 
throughout.  Five  were  finally  discharged  home  (one  case  still 
awaits  discharge)  and  were  placed  on  the  orthopaedic  specialist’s 
out-patient  list. 

Specialist  supervision  was  maintained  throughout  by  Mr. 
Anderson,  the  consulting  orthopaedic  surgeon  to  the  County.  Plaster 
work  was  carried  out  by  an  orthopaedic  sister  as  was  supervision 
of  muscular  re-education  and  hydrotherapy. 

Treatment  Results.  In  general  the  treatment  results  have  been 
excellent  although  the  final  evaluation  of  the  cases  is  at  present 
premature.  The  following  table  indicates  the  rehabilitation 
achieved  up  to  the  present. 


Complete  cure. 

No  paresis 
No  wasting 
Function  normal. 

Improved 
Complete  cure 
expected 
No  functional 
disability 
expected. 

Improved 
Cure  expected 
Maybe  slight 
residual 
disability . 

Improved . 
May  be 
marked 
disability 

1 

1 

5 

j 

4 

1 

The  figures  show  that  out  of  12  ascertained  cases,  the 
11  surviving  cases  showed  a great  improvement  under  treatment. 

In  only  one  case  is  there  expected  to  be  a marked  residual  and 

functional  disability. 

Early  hospitalisation  and  bed  rest  of  Cases  was  aimed  at 
throughout  the  outbreak  of  the  disease  and.  justifies  its 
adoption  in  the  light  of  the  functional  recovery  rate. 

ontacts . A follow-up  of  all  immediate  case  contacts  was 
maintained  and  domiciliary  surveillance  carried  out  at  intervals 
for  14  days.  All  close  contacts  of  school  age  were  excluded 
from  school  during  this  time.  No  school  or  class  closure  was 
considered  necessary.  Medical  Inspection  of  classes  where 
individual  cases  occurred  was  carried  out.  No  evidence  was 
obtained  of  ’’case  to  contact”  spread  during  the  outbreak. 

general . All  medical  practitioners  and  hospitals  in  the  Area 
were  Informed  of  the  outbreak,  following  the  notification  of 
the  first  cases.  Their  attention  was  drawn  to  the  British 
Medical  Association’s  memorandum  on  the  subject. 

A circular  was  prepared  for  issue  to  all  schools  in  the  Area 
in  which  the  value  of  early  diagnosis,  hand  washing  and  fresh- 
air  was  stressed.  This  circular  repeated  the;  advice  which  had 
been  given  to  the  local  newspapers  and  press,  by  the  Public  Health 
Department . 

In/ 
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In  conjunction  with  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
County  Hospital  it  was  arranged  to  discontinue  all  tonsillectomies 
and  operations  to  the  Naso-pharynx  during  the  outbreak.  The 
routine  extraction  of  teeth  was  also  stopped  by  the  Public 
Health  Dental  Service  except  in  emergency  cases. 

The  Public  Baths  at  Alloa  and  Alva  were  inspected  and  the 
routine  attendances  of  school  children  were  discontinued. 

General  advice  was  also  given  to  the  public  to  avoid  crowds  and 
communal  meetings  where  possible. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


General  Review.  During  the  year  the  Tuberculosis  Service  was 
reviewed  and  extended.  Case  histories  and  record  files  were 
revised  and  a more  comprehensive  indexing  system  was  instituted. 

The  Central  Tuberculosis  Clinic  in  Alloa,  had  medical 
apparatus  added  to  it  which  included  viewing  screens,  blood 
sedimentation  tubes,  and  an  artificial  pneumothorax  machine. 

This  increased  the  scope  and  value  of  diagnostic  and  therapeutic 
measures.  During  the  year  a total  of  416  X-rays  were  carried  out 
and  included  notified  cases,  suspect  and  observation  cases  and 
case  contacts.  The  latter  were  closely  followed  up,  and,  in  this 
respect  the  opportunity  was  afforded  to  all  to  have  a diagnostic 
radiological  examination. 

In  the  case  of  people  in  contact  with  sputum  positive 
"open”  tuberculous  persons,  the  necessity  of  radiological 
examination  was  especially  stressed.  A total  number  of  133 
contacts  were  X-rayed  during  the  year. 

Clinical  and  radiological  examination  of  the  Nursing  Staff 
at  Alloa  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  was  carried  out  at  three 
monthly  intervals. 

A close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  School  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Services.  Special  consideration  was 
given  to  pre-school  and  school  children  suspected  of  having 
a Primary  Tuberculous  Complex  and  included  clinical  and 
radiological  examination  together  with  tuberculin  testing.  This 
latter  examination  was  also  extended  to  all  case  contacts  under 
15  years  of  age.  A total  number  of  74  suspected  Primary  Complexes 
were  examined.  Of  those  examined,  12  cases  were  confirmed. 

Cases  normally  attend  Ochil  Hills  Sanatorium  for  artificial 
pneumothorax  treatment.  During  February  and  March  when  transport 
was  difficult  this  treatment  was  carried  out  cn  ten  patients 
at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Alloa. 

A total  of  11  persons  suffering  from  glandular  tuberculosis 
were  referred  to  the  Ultra-violet  Ray  Clinic  for  a course  of 
treatment.  Throughout  the  year  a close  liaison  was  maintained 
with  the  Public  Assistance  Authorities,  the  Ministry  of  Pensions, 
the  Rehabilitation  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service,  and  the  general  practitioner  services. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS.  The  number  of  persons  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  resident  in  the  County,  at  the  end  of  the 
year  v/as  154.  This  represents  an  increase  of  12  over  the 
previous  year. 

The/ 
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The  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  6l,  (59  of  which 
were  confirmed) , which  represents  an  increase  over  the  1946  figures  and  is 
the  highest  figure  notified  since  1913* 


Number  of  Cases  Notified  as  Suffering  from  Tuberculosis 

Age  Groups . 

Under 

1 and 

5 and 

10  and 

15  and 

25  and 

35  and 

45  and 

65  and 

1 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

Total. 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

65 

wards . 

1. 

2. 

3- 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8. 

. . 9. 

10. 

(Males 

2 

7 

3 

6 

7 

4 

4 

,,, 

33 

3ul-( 

non- (Females 
ary.  ( 

3 

1 

13 

10 

1 

- 

- 

- 

28 

(Total 

2 

10 

4 

19 

17 



5 

— - 

4 

— 

— 

61 

The  general  increase  in  Tuberculosis  was  due  to  the  numbers  of  pulmonary 
cases  notified,  the  number  of  non-pulmonary  cases  having  dropped  from  15  in 
1946  to  13  during  the  current  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notified  cases  of  pulmonary  and 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurring  in  the  County  since  1931 » 


Year . 

Total  Cases 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary . 

1931 

27 

23 

2 

26 

23 

3 

27 

19 

4 

15 

19 

5 

29 

27 

6 

14 

23 

7 

20 

21 

8 

16 

14 

9 

13 

17 

1940 

18 

21 

1 

29 

38 

2 

27 

19 

3 

30 

21 

4 

33 

16 

5 

30 

17 

6 

39 

13 

7 

59 

13 

The  increase  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  the  last  five  years  gives 
no  cause  for  complacency  and  points  to  the  necessity  of  further  extension  of 
the  tuberculosis  services  if  they  are  to  be  completely  effective. 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS.  The  downward  trend  of  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
over  the  past  seven  years  signifies  the  improvement  brought  about  by  the 
supervision  and  control  of  milk  and  milk  products. 
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The  diagnosis  7/as  confirmed  in  all  13  cases  notified. 


Number 

of  Cases  Notified  as 

Suffering  from  Tuberculosis 

Age  Grour 

PS  . 

Under 

1 and 

5 and 

10  and 

15  and 

25  and 

35  and 

45  and 

65  and 

1 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

Tot- 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

65 

wards . 

al. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6, 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Non-  (Males 

1 

3 

2 

6 

Pul-  ( 

raon-  (Females 

- 

- 

2 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

7 

ary.  ( 

(Total. 

... _ 

1 

3 

4 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

13 

Of  the  total  notifications,  tuberculosis  of  superficial  glands  accounted 
for  eleven  cases. 

There  are  62  persons  in  the  County  suffering  from  Ncn-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
as  is  she wn  by  the  following  table: - 


N on-Pulmon ary . 

Number  of  Cases  in  Ag<; 

p-Groups . 

Under 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

Tot- 

1 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

65 

65+ 

al. 

1.  Abdominal. 

(Mi. 

(F„ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2.  Spine. 

(M. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

3 

(F. 

- 

. 1 

l 

- 

3 

3 

1 

- 

- 

9 

3-  Bones  and  Joints 

(M. 



2 

1 

4 

7 

(exclusive  of  spine) 

(F. 

- 

2 

- 

l 

- 

1 

- 

4 

4.  Superficial  glands. 

(M. 

— 

— 

4 

6 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

13 

(F. 

- 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

4 

1 

- 

17 

5.  Lupus. 

(M. 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

(F. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

6.  Other  parts  or  organs. 

(M. 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

l 

3 

(F. 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

- 

__3_ 

Total . 

- 

4 

10 

1 

14 

11 

13 

6 

3 

1 

62 

Treatment.  The  number  of  cases  who  received  institutional  treatment  for 
Pulmonary/ 
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Pulmonary  and  N on-pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  given  in  the  following  table. 
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In  Institutions  on 
1st  January,  1947* 

Admitted  during 
the  year. 

Discharged  during 
the  year. 

Died  in  Institu- 
tions . 

Remaining  at  31-st 
December,  19-1/ 


13 


11 


3 

17 


26 


17 


Non-pulmonary  cases  of  bone  and  joint  tuberculosis  were  treated  at 
Bannockburn  Hospital,  Bangour  Hospital,  Princess  Margaret  Rose  Hospital  and  the 
Tuberculosis  Pavilion,  Alloa  and  domiciliary  cases  were  supervised  by  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Officer.  During  the  year  3 cases  of  glandular  tuberculosis 
we re  referred  for  operation  to  the  County  Hospital. 

Clinics . The  Tuberculosis  Officer  had  722  attendances  at  the  Central  Clinic 
compared  with  620  attendances  last  year,  an  increase  of  102.  Clinics  were 
held  each  Tuesday  afternoon  at  2 p.ra.  and  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
7 p.m.  Special  diagnostic  reviews  and  examinations  were  conducted  each 
Wednesday  at  2 p.m. 

A close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  consulting  Radiologist  to  the 
County  Hospital,  to  whom  all  cases  requiring  radiological  examination  were  sent. 

Domiciliary  Visits  and  Treatment.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  paid  163  visits  to 
domiciliary  cases  of  tuberculosis  within  the  County  during  the  year. 

The  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  paid  172  visits  to  cases  made  up 
as  follows: - County  District,  3^1  Alloa,  94;  Alva,  30j  Tillicoultry,  7 I 
Dollar,  5.  During  1947  a systematic  card  indexing  of  all  domiciliary  cases 
was  completed  and  grouped  so  that,  yearly,  six  monthly,  three  monthly  and  one 
monthly  visiting  lists  were  available.  Each  Health  Visitor  in  her  capacity  as 
Tuberculosis  Nurse  was  responsible  for  all  domiciliary  follow-up  within  her 
allotted  area.  In  addition  all  Sputum  Positive  domiciliary  cases  were  indexed. 

There  were  42  cases  receiving  domiciliary  treatment  with  extra  nourishment 
continued  from  last  year  and  49  cases  at  the  end  cf  1947 » 

Tuberculosis  AllowTsnces.  The  total  number  cf  tuberculous  persons  in  the 
County/ 
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County  receiving  Allowances  under  Department  of  Health  Memo  266/T  was  37 
at  the  end  of  1947*  During  the  year  l8  cases  were  added.  Several  people 
complained  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  Allowance  especially  as  it  is  intended 
to  cover  items  of  clothing  and  this  has  precluded  any  aid  in  this  direction 
from  Public  Assistance  funds. 

Housing.  The  highest  priority  of  points  for  Medical  reasons,  were  allocated  to 
families  where  cases  of  "open"  tuberculosis  existed,  and  all  County 
tuberculosis  cases  were  given  a suitable  pointage.  The  burghs  of  Alloa,  Alva 
Tillicoultry  and  Dollar  were  informed  of  all  tuberculosis  cases  in  their  areas, 
and  advised  of  their  priority. 

In  general  the  provision  of  adequate  housing  for  tuberculosis  cases 
represents  one  of  the  most  important  measures  in  its  control,  and  should 
continue  to  occupy  a place  of  primary  importance  in  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme. 

Dental.  General  supervision  of  tuberculosis  cases  in  Alloa  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  Annexe  was  carried  out  by  the  County  Dental  Services.  The 
Chief  Dental  Officer  made  several  visits  and  carried  out  examinations  and 
treatment.  In  view  of  the  close  association  of  dental  caries  and  defects 
with  tuberculosis  it  is  felt  that  the  extension  of  these  services  to 
Dispensary  cases  of  Tuberculosis  should  be  given  a high  priority. 

Rehabilitation . Under  the  Disabled  Persons  Act  1944  the  voluntary  registration 
of  tuberculous  patients  was  carried  out  on  behalf  of  patients  by  the 
Rehabilitation  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service, 

Private  arrangements  for  occupational  therapy  are  carried  out  at  Alloa 
Tuberculosis  Annexe  and  Ochil  Hills  Sanatorium,  Milnathort.  It  is  felt  that 
these  could  be  extended  and  increased  facilities  afforded  for  suitable  cases. 
The  appointment  of  an  Occupational  Therapist  to  co-ordinate  this  service,  is 
highly  desirable  •and  provision  for  occupational  therapy  as  part  of  the 
treatment  of  domiciliary  T.B.  cases  as  well  as  hospital  cases  has  been  advised 
by  the  Department  of  Health  in  their  memorandum  to  Local  Authorities  under  the 
National  Health  Act. 

Propaganda.  During  the  year  numerous  talks  and  discussions  were  given  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  Staff  to  voluntary  organisations  and 
to  members  of  the  County  Council.  It  is  realised  that  the  extension  of  this 
side  of  the  tuberculosis  problem  will  in  time  be  invaluable.  The  outlook  of 
the  average  person  at  present  appears  to  be  one  of  interest  tinged  with  fear. 

All  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  supplied  with  literature  and  pamphlets 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  in  the  course  of  their  dispensary  visits  and  were 
encouraged  to  discuss  their  problems  with  him  if  desired. 

THE  COUNTY  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 


"I  have  made  frequent  visits  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  made  a report 
to  the  Commissioners  regarding  its  present  state,  and  its  capability  of  being 
extended.  at  the  present  time  there  are  only  two  wards,  each  capable  of 
receiving  six  patients.  As  long  as  there  were  only  one  form  of  infectious 
disease  prevalent  in  the  Burgh  this  would  be  ample,  but  if  there  were,  for 
instance,  cases  of  scarlet  and  typhoid  fevers,  in  different  sexes,  they  could 
not  be  treated  in  only  two  wards.  The  internal  arrangement  of  the  wards  and 
rooms  is  not  good,  nor  are  the  general  sanitary  arrangements  in  conformity 
with  present-day  ideas . One  very  great  defect  is  the  want  of  a disinfecting 
apparatus,  so  that  clothing  of  patients  cannot  be  disinfected  before  they 
return  heme,  or  bedding  disinfected  before  the  bed  is  occupied  by  another  case." 

The  foregoing  description  was  written  by  Dr.  T.  G.  Nasmyth,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  the  year  1891  and  referred  tc  a Fever  Hospital  then 
situated  in  the  Burgh  of  Alloa.  This  hospital  served  Alloa  Parish  only, 
the/ 
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the  rest  of  the  County  and  the  Burghs  Alva,  Dollar  and 
Tillicoultry  having  no  hospital  for  infectious  cases.  Dr. 

Nasmyth  advocated  a Combination  Hospital  for  the  whole  of  the 
County  including  the  Burghs.  He  considered  that  the  Alloa 
Hospital  should  be  scrapped  since  "in  the  first  place,  the 
situation  is  not  what  is  desiderated  for  an  Isolation  Hospital, 
being  too  near  to  the  public  road  and  to  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Hospital;  further,  judging  by  the  tendency  of  the  Town  to  extend 
in  the  direction  of  these  Hospitals,  it  would  appear  they  will  soon 
be  surrounded  by  inhabited  houses;  and  great  expense  v/ould  be 
incurred  in  alterations  to  meet  the  full  demands  of  all  the 
population  of  the  County,"  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
Report  brought  immediate  results,  for  the  Police  Commissioners 
for  the  Burghs  of  Alloa,  Alva  and  Tillicoultry  and  the  County 
Council  entered  into  an  agreement  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Joint  Hospital  at  a Meeting  held  in  the  County  Buildings  on  25th 
April,  1892.  Dollar  Burgh  is  not  mentioned  as  being  represented 
on  the  Committee  of  Management. 

The  site  on  which  the  Hospital  now  stands  was  selected  and 
plans  were  prepared  by  Messrs.  John  Melvin  & Son,  Alloa.  These 
show  an  Administrative  Block  flanked  by  two  pavilions.  The 
Administrative  Block  consisted  of  Doctor's  Room,  Matron’s  Room, 
Kitchen,  Scullery,  Larder  and  Store  Room,  There  were  also  two 
small  rooms  for  doubtful  cases  "having  outside  entrances  but 
overlooked  by  means  of  air-tight  windows  from  the  Doctor’s  and 
Matron’s  rooms".  This  Block  has  been  altered  in  recent  years  but 
it  has  been  possible  to  retain  the  original  frontage  with  its 
pleasing  architectural  qualities-.  The  two  pavilions  remain  as 
originally  designed.  An  interesting  reference  is  made  to  the 
floors  of  these  pavilions!-  "The  flooring  will  be  of  pitch  pine 
in  narrow  breadths,  close  jointed  and  varnished  or  bees-waxed  so 
as  to  avoid  washing.  This  is  a most  essential  matter  in  an 
Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  as  the  air  of  the  Ward  is  chilled 
from  evaporation  when  the  floor  is  drying  and  becomes  too  moist 
and  solid  particles  are  wafted  about  in  the  air."  It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  thae  of  recent  years  in  some  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospitals,  ward  floors  are  treated  with  oil  in  an  effort  to  allay 
dust  and  so  diminish  the  possibility  of  cross  infection. 

Then  as  now  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  not  without 
his  critics  for  Dr.  Na  'myth  remarks  "Various  criticisms  have  been 
made  on  the  general  principle  of  the  Hospital,  which  differ  very 
widely,  - one  being  that  the  Hospital  will  be  a "white  elephant", 
and  never  be  full;  another  that  the  Hospital  will  soon  be  found 
too  small.  I cannot  agree  with  either  of  these  opinions,  and 
with  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  my  medical  brethern  In 
the  County,  which  up  to  this  time  have  been  generously  extended 
to  me,  I trust  this  noble  institution  will  for  years  to  come 
supply  a great  want  in  the  County,  and  remain  a monument  to  the 
enlightenment  of  the  Committee  which  so  far  has  carried  through 
such  an  important  addition  to  the  Sanitary  equipment  of  the 
County. " 


When  the  Hospital  was  opened  the  first  case  came  from 
Blairingone  - outside  the  County  - on  8th  June,  1895. 

Dr.  Crawford,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  wrote  in  1910  of 
overcrowd ing  in  the  wards  due  to  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  the  Staff  Nurse  resigned;  "from  a leet  of 
15  we  were  fortunate  in  gaining  the  services  of  Miss  McK.  Smith 
from  Edinburgh  Infirmary,  whose  large  experience  of  all  kinds  of 
nursing  and  management  cannot  but  be  a gain  to  the  Hospital," 
Thirty-eight  years  ago  there  appears  to  have  been  no  shortage  of 
nursing  staff. 

In/ 


- ? 


0 


" 


' 





18 


In  1923  the  Tuberculosis  Pavilion  was  opened  consisting  of 
two  wards  with  two  beds  in  each  and  two  wards  with  one  bed  in  each 
and  an  extension  was  made  to  the  Administrative  Block  to 
accommodate  additional  staff. 

The  horse-drawn  ambulance  was  replaced  by  a motor  ambulance 
in  1926. 

After  many  years  Dr.  Finlator's  efforts  to  have  cubicle 
isolation  provision  were  rewarded  for  in  September,  1928,  a 
Pavilion  was  opened  by  the  Earl  of  Mar  and  Kellie.  It  consisted 
of  two  wards  containing  two  beds  and  four  wards  containing  one 
bed  each. 

In  1929  the  Combination  Hospital  passed  to  the  County  Council 
to  be  administered  by  the  Hospital  Sub-Committee. 

The  Hospital  Sub-Committee  formulated  plans  in  1936  for  a 
large  extension  to  be  opened  some  three  years  later.  It  consisted 
of  a Cubicle  Pavilion  of  16  beds  with  extensions  to  the 
Administrative  Block  to  house  nurses  and  domestic  staff  together 
with  a new  kitchen  with  modern  equipment  and  a new  block  of 
buildings,  in  which  were  included  the  laundry,  a discharge  unit, 
a steam  disinfector  and  a boiler  house  with  automatic  stokers. 

The  end  result  was  a hospital  which  will  compare  very  favourably 
with  any  others  of  a similar  size  and  type  in  the  Country. 

On  July  5th,  1948,  the  Hospital  passes  to  the  State  to  be 
administered  by  the  Destern  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Hospital  has  had  a proud  record  of  service  to  the 
community  in  the  past  and  looks  forward  to  the  future  with 
confidence . 

The  following  statement  shows  details  of  the  work  of  the 
Hospital  during  the  year  (exclusive  of  tuberculosis  treated  in 
the  Tuberculosis  Pavilion) :- 

Admissions  during  the  year  numbered  255  compared  with  278 

in  1946. 

The  cases  admitted,  including  observation  cases,  were  as 
follows:-  "Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  2;  Observation  Diphtheria,  19; 
Dysentery,  1;  Chickenpox,  1;  Vincent’s  Angina,  1;  Erysipelas, 

9;  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  1;  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  3; 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  52;  Broncho  Pneumonia,  26;  Measles 
and  Broncho  Pneumonia,  1;  Whooping  Cough  and  Broncho  Pneumonia, 

3;  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  12;  Observation  Poliomyelitis,  9; 
Puerperal  Pyrexia,  5;  Scarlet  Fever,  75;  Observation 
Meningitis,  12;  Gastro  Enteritis,  15;  Tonsillitis,  2; 
Haemoptysis,  1;  Laryngeal  Croup,  1;  Laryngitis,  1;  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage,  1;  Vaccinia,  1;  and  Observation  Enteritis,  1. 

After  further  investigation  in  Hospital,  the  diagnosis 
in  some  of  the  cases  was  amended  as  shown  in  the  following 
table . 


Original  Diagnosis  Revised  Diagnosis  No,  of  Cases 


Obs.  Diphtheria  Tonsillitis  15 

Scarlet  Fever  2 

Laryngitis  1 

Thrush  1 

Scarlet  Fever/ 
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Original  Diagnosis 


Revised  Diagnosis  No.  of  Cases 


Scarlet  Fever  Rubella  3 

Dermatitis  1 

Toxic  Rash  1 

Bronchitis  1 

Cervical  Adenitis  1 

Nothing  abnormal 
discovered  1 

Pneumonia  Tuberculosis  6 

Bronchitis  3 

A s thma  1 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Nothing  abnormal 
discovered  3 

Gastro  Enteritis  Dietetic  Error  8 

Broncho  Pneumonia  1 

Pyloric  Stenosis  1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  1 

Nothing  abnormal 
discovered  1 

Observation  Meningitis  Dietetic  Error  2 

Tonsillitis  2 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Teething  1 

Gastro  Enteritis  with 
Broncho  Pneumonia  1 

Nothing  abnormal 
discovered  1 


The  number  of  patients  discharged  during  the  year  was  256. 

There  were  14  deaths,  9 of  which  occurred  within  48  hours 
after  admission  to  Hospital.  The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 

Whooping  Cough  and  Broncho  Pneumonia,  2;  Cerebro -Spinal 
Fever,  1;  Broncho  Pneumonia,  7;  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  1; 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  1;  Gastro  Enteritis  and  Broncho  Pneumonia, 
1;  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  1. 

The  average  duration  of  stay  of  patients  was  28  days. 

There  were  27.5  beds  occupied  on  a daily  average  during 
the  year;  the  lowest  number  occupied  (8)  was  on  14th  August, 
and  the  highest  (38)  was  on  3rd  January.  If  cases  of 
tuberculosis  are  also  included,  then  37.5  beds  were  occupied 
as  a daily  average;  18  was  the  lowest  and  48  was  the  highest. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  SERVICES. 

The  following  cases  were  treated  during  the  year:- 


(1)  Number  of  cases  treated  in  Fairmilehead  Hospital  ...  36 

(2)  Number  of  cases  attending  local  Massage  Clinics  ...  154 

(3)  Number  of  attendances  at  Massage  Clinics  ...2,529 

(4)  Number  of  cases  treated  in  Hospital  ...  12 

(5)  Number  of  treatments  ...  55 

(6)  Total  number  of  cases  under  observation  in  1947  ...  240 

(7)  Number  of  cases  seen  at  Specialist’s  Clinics  ...  203 


VENEREAL  DISEASES/ 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  returns  for  the  Stirling  Centre  for  the  year  show 
that,  from  this  County,  there  were  364  new  cases,  of  whom 
82  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  venereal  disease;  4,298 
attendances  were  made  by  old  and  new  patients.  The  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  new  cases  and  in  the  number  of 
attendances  co-incides  with  the  re-organisation  of  the  Stirling 
Centre . 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  notifications 
and  treatments  since  1937, 


Year 

Number  of 
New  Cages 

Diagnosis 
Confi rmqd 

Attendances 
and  New. 

1937 

58 

37 

1268 

1938 

68 

27 

1232 

1939 

63 

29 

756 

194  0 

34 

16 

360 

1941 

30 

14 

228 

1942 

41 

22 

302 

1943 

30 

13 

298 

1944 

64 

31 

404 

1945 

50 

20 

160 

1946 

126 

38 

522 

1947 

364 

82 

4,298 

DIABETES . 

During  the  year  13  patients  received  insulin  under  the 
County  Council  Scheme  at  a cost  of  £46.  4.  8d.  Eight  patients 
refunded  £21.  19.  6d.  being  the  net  cost  of  the  insulin 
supplied  to  them. 

AMBULANCE  FAC ILIT IES . 

The  Area  is  served  by  a St.  Andrew's  Ambulance  Association 
Ambulance  for  non-inf ectious  cases  and  an  Ambulance  centred 
at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 


HEALTH  PROPAGANDA . 

Health  Week  took  place  from  12th  to  16th  January,  1948. 

On  this  occasion  it  was  decided  to  concentrate  on  school 
children  and  Youth  Clubs.  Dr.  McLeod  of  the  Scottish  Council 
for  Health  Education  spoke  at  all  the  meetings  and  Health  films 
were  also  shown. 

Sessions  were  held  in  the  following  schools;-  Technical 
and  Commercial  School  (2);  Park  School,  Sauchie  School, 

South  School;  Alloa  Academy  (2);  Alva  Academy  and  Tillicoultry 
School . 

Evening  performances  were  given  at  Alva,  Tillicoultry  and 
All oa . 


Some  2,600  children  in  all  attended.  They  were  most 
appreciative  audiences  who  derived  benefit  from  the  Health  talks 
and  films  and  from  the  leaflets  which  were  distributed  to  each 
child. 


In  addition  various  talks  were  given  by  members  of  the 
Staff  to  interested  bodies. 


SICK  POOR/ 
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SICK  POOR. 


The  following  are  the  particulars  for  1947; 


Males 

Females 

Children 

Total 

(a)  Persons  who  received  OUTDOOR 
medical  relief  in  the 
Council's  area. 

12 

52 

128 

192 

(b)  Poor  persons  who  received 

medical  treatment  under  the 
Poor  Law  in  - 
(1)  The  Council's 
ins  titutions 

51 

30 

81 

(2)  other*  including 

voluntary  institutions 

8 

4 

- 

12 

71 

86 

128 

285 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 


The  fo 1 lowing  is  a tabulated  statement  of  the  bacteriological 
work  done  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 


Total 


Swabs  from  throat,  nose  and  ear  examined  for 

B.diphthcriae  Positive  1 58 


Swabs  from  throat,  nose  and  ear  examined  for 
Haemolytic  streptococci  and  other 
pthogenic  organisms 

Positive  haemolytic  streptococci  8 18 

Sputum  for  B. tuberculosis  by  microscopic 

method  -t . Positive  59  167 

Urine,  faeces,  pus  and  stomach  washings 
examined  for  B, tuberculos is  by  the 

microscopic  method.  Positive  2 12 

Cultivation  test  for  B. tuberculos is0 

(sputum  and  other  specimens ) 18 

Animal  inoculation  for  B. tuberculos is 

(sputum  and  other  specimens*]"”  Positive  4 17 


Pleural  and  neritoneal  fluids  for  general 
bacteriological  examination  (including 
examination  for  B. tuberculos is  by  the 

microscopic  method  T]  10 

Cerebro/ 


Total 


300 


22. 


Total 

Brought  forward  300 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  for  general  bacteriological 
examination  (including  examination  for 

B.  tuberculosis  for  the  microscopic  mothod7'-)  6 

Blood  for  Widal  reaction  (including  agglutination 

test  for  3. abortus ) . 4 

Blood-clot  cultures  from  specimens  submitted 

for  Widal  reaction  3 

Faeces  and  urinex  examined  for  organisms  of  enteric 

and  dysentery  groups  75 

(Organisms  of  Salmonella  group 
Positive  ((other  than  typhoid-para- 

( typhoid  bacilli)  2 

( B.dysenteriae  Sonne  type  26 

Faeces  examined  for  orotozoa  and  helminth  ova  1 

Pus  for  general  bacteriological  examination, 

including  exudate  from  wounds  8 

Urine  for  general  bacteriological  examination  7S 

Sputum  for  general  bacteriological  examination  6 

Blood  for  Vassermann  reaction  Positive  8 59 

Syphilis  Flocculation  test  - method  of  Bacteriology 

Department,  University  of  Edinburgh  Positive  7 55 

Syphilis  flocculation  test  - Kahn  method  1 

Kahn  "verification  test"  for  syphilis  Positive  6 12 

Cerebrospinal  fluid  for  Wassermann  reaction  1 

Cerebrospinal  fluid  for  colloidal  gold  test  1 

Cerebrospinal  fluid  for  cytological  examination, 

protein,  sugar  and  chlorides  12 

Vaginal,  uterine,  urethral  swabs  and  smears  for 
haemolytic  streptococci,  gonococcus  and 

general  bacteriological  examination  3 

Complement  fixation  test  for  gonococcal  infection  1 

Swabs  examined  for  thrush  fungus  2 

Blood  for  malaria  parasites  1 

Food  for  general  bacteriological  examination  1 

Serum  colloidal  gold  test  1 

Water  specimens  for  complete  bacteriological  examination  12 
Water  specimens  for  presumptive  B. coli  test  12 

Total  water  specimens:  12 

Miscellaneous  examinations  1 


CLACKMANNAN/ 


657 


**  ! 


23 


CLACKMANNAN  COUNTY. 
LANDWARD  AREA. 


( 1 ) 7/a  ter . 

The  following  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacter- 
iological examination  during  the  year;- 


No.  of  ba 
per  c.c 

cteria 
. at 

Source  of  Sample. 

22°C . 

37°C. 

B.Coli  content 

Private  (untreated) 
Brucefield  tank,  near 
Starton  Farm, 
Clackmannan. 

spreading 
organisms  . 

7 

absent  from 
100  c.c. 

Private  (untreated) 
Spring  near  Starton 
Farm,  Clackmannan. 

Over  500 

70  plus 
spreadi ng 
organisms . 

do . do • 

Public  (treated) 
Dwelling  house,  at 
Beechwood.,  Sauchie 

500 

350 

present  in 
4 c.c. 

— 

(2 ) Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  334  (180 
males  and  154  females)  of  which  22  were  illegitimate.  There 
were  21  still-births. 

There  were  67  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  number  125  (74  males,  51 
females).  There  were  20  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of 
age.  The  xhief  causes  of  death  were  Cancer,  15;  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage,  16;  Heart  Disease,  31;  Bronchitis,  8;  Old 
age,  5;  Pneumonia,  7;  and  Congenital  Debility,  etc.,  15. 

(3)  Factories . 


These  premises  were  inspected  on  39  occasions.  Four 
defects  were  found  and  remedied  by  the  occupiers  after 
intimation  from  the  Department. 


BURGH  OF  ALLOA. 


( 1 ) Water . 

Samples  of  water  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
gave  the  following  results;- 
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No.  of  bacteria 
per  c.c.  at 

Source  of  Sample 

22°C . 37°C . 

B.Coli  content 

(a)  Burgh  Surveyor’s 
Office,  Alloa 
( chlorinated 

spreading 
18  organisms 

absent  from 
100  c.cs. 

(b)  Public  Health 
Dept.,  Alloa 
(chlorinated) 

50  do. 

present  in 
20  c.cs. 

(c)  Burgh  Surveyor’s 
Office,  Alloa 
( chlorinated ) 

Nil.  5 

absent  from 
100  c.cs. 

, 

2.  Vittal  Statistics. 


The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  357  (192 
males  and  165  females)  of  which  13  were  illegitimate.  There 
vere  11  still-births. 

There  were  156  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  172  (87  males,  85 
females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Cancer,  20;  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage,  16;  Heart  Disease,  51;  Bronchitis,  7;  Pneumonia,  8 
Congenital  Debility,  16;  Violence,  10;  and  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis, 7.  There  were  21  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of 
age  giving  a rate  of  59  per  1,000  live  births.  The  11  still- 
births gate  a rate  of  30  per  1,000  total  births. 

(3 ) Factories . 


Seventy  seven  inspections  were  made  of  Factories.  Five 
defects  were  found  and  remedied* 


BURGH  OF  ALVA. 


( 1 )Vital  Statistics. 


The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  82  (43 
males,  39  females)  of  'which  5 were  illegitimate.  There  were 

3 still-births. 

There  were  30  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  66  (30  males,  36 
females).  There  were  4 deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age. 
The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Cancer,  10;  Heart  Disease,  19; 
Old  Age,  6;  and  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  9. 

(2 ) Factories . 


Fifteen  inspections  were  made  of  Factories.  No  contra- 
vention of  the  Act  or  Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations  made 
the  re und e r was  f o und . 


BURGH  OF  TILLICOULTRY. 


(1)/ 
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( 1 ) Vital  Statistics . 

\ 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  66  (41  males, 
25  females)  fof  which  4 were  illegitimate.  There  were  5 still- 
births . 

There  were  28  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  40  (23  males  and 
17  females).  There  were  6 deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of 
age.  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Cancer,  2;  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage,  5;  Heart  Disease,  10;  Old  Age,  4;  and  Congenital 

Debility,  4. 

( 2 ) Factories . 

Nineteen  inspections* were  made  of  these  premises  during 
the  year. 


BURGH  OF  DOLLAR. 


( 1 )Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  24  (8  males, 
and  16  females).  There  were  no  illegitimate  or  still  births. 

There  were  17  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  29  (13  males,  16 
females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Cancer,  3;  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage,  4;  Heart  Disease,  9;  and  Old  Age,  4. 
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REPORT  BY  COUNTY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Nuisances . 


The  number  of  nuisances  dealt  with  in  1947  was:  Landward 

Area,  69;  Alloa  Burgh,  52;  Alva  Burgh,  9;  Tillicoultry  Burgh,  5; 
and  Dollar  Burgh,  3;  a total  of  138.  As  has  been  the  case  for 
a number  of  years  past,  the  nuisances  were  all  of  a minor  nature 
and  nothing  calling  for  special  comment  in  this  connection  occurred. 
Reference  should  be  made  however,  to  the  fouling  of  footpaths  by 
dogs,  a type  of  nuisance  which  has  increased  of  late  in  this 
district.  The  co-operation  of  all  dog  owners  and  lovers  is  re- 
quired to  lessen  the  prevalence  of  this  kind  of  nuisance  and  the 
local  press  might  well  assist  by  giving  the  matter  some  publicity. 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Two  hundred  and  five  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
notified  in  1947,  173  of  them  being  removed  to  hospital  and  the 
remainder  being  treated  at  home . 

As  a result  of  these  cases  109  visits  of  enquiry  were  made, 

104  houses  were  disinfected  and  48  notices  were  sent  to  headmasters 
intimating  the  existence  of  Infectious  Diseases  among  scholars 
and  contacts. 

Milk  Production. 

There  were  33  producer’s  premises  and  8 retailer’s  premises 
on  the  Dairy  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  these,  together 
with  unregistered  Dairy  premises,  were  visited  on  83  occasions  in 
1947.  Twenty-seven  producers  do  not  sell  milk  by  retail.  The 
approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  registered  premises  was 
950.  There  are  18  unregistered  premises  with  about  30  animals. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  licences  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Orders  were  in  operation  viz:- 


Producers : - 

Certified, 

Standard, 

2; 

6 • 

Tuberculin 

Tested, 

17 ; and 

Dealers : - 

Certified, 

3; 

Tuberculin 

Tested, 

2 ; and 

Pasteurised,  13. 


The  condition  of  producer's  premises  and  methods  of  milk 
production  throughout  the  year  were  generally  satisfactory,  and 
although  in  a number  of  cases  it  was  necessary  to  draw  attention 
to  infringements  of  the  Dairy  Bye-laws,  these  were  usually  quickly 
remedied.  Structural  improvements  were  carried  out  at  two 
milkshops  and  this  brought  them  into  conformity  with  the  Dairy 
Bye-laws . 

The  County  Council’s  part-time  Milk  Officer  continued  to  do 
good  work  throughout  the  year,  paying  periodical  visits  to  farms, 
sampling  at  the  point  of  production,  investigating  milking  methods, 
following  up  consistently  unsatisfactory  sampling  results  and 
advising  producers  when  necessary  on  the  various  aspects  of  clean 
milk  production. 

A total  of  308  samples  of  sweet  milk  were  taken  in  terms  of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914  and  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Orders  and  undernoted  is  a table  giving  an  analysis 
of/  - 
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of  the  year’s  results  and  those  for  the  previous  three  years :- 


Year. 

i 

Non- 

designated 

milk. 

I 

i Specially 
designated 
milk 

(excluding 
pasteurised 
milk ) 

Pasteurised 

milk. 

1 

1 

1 

j Totals . 

1 

CO 
0 
C 1 — 
0 
• -a 

O 0 
& m 

tfo.  & % 
satis- 
factory. 

No.  of 
Samples  . 

, ' ^ 
oS  CO  O 

•H  -P 
• -P  o 
Odd 

IS  CQ  <H 

No.  of 
Samples . 

No.  & % 
satis- 
factory. 

No.  of 
Samples . 

No.  & % 

satis- 

factory. 

i 

J 

1944 

49 

24  (49%) 

73 

41  (56%) 

20 

19  (95%) 

142 

84  (59%) 

1945 

72 

28  (39%) 

114 

72  (63%) 

28 

16  (57%) 

214 

116  (52%) 

1946 

70 

32  (46%) 

197 

133  (67.5%) 

24 

21  (87.5%) 

291 

186  (64%) 

1947 

73 

42  (59%) 

211 

171  (81%) 

24 

17  (71%) 

308 

230  (75% 

Grand] 

Tot- 

264126  (48%) 

595 

417  (70%) 

96 

73  (77%) 

955 

616  (64.5%) 

als  . 

— 

From  the  table  it  will  be  noted  that  the  total  number  of 
samples  taken  in  1947  (308)  exceeds  that  of  the  previous  year 
by  17,  an  increase  of  almost  7%. 

An  encouraging  feature  of  these  sampling  results  is  the  fact 
that  the  proportion  of  specially  designated  milks  (untreated) 
satisfying  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Orders  has  been  rising  steadily  in  the  past  four  years  from  56 % 
in  1944,  63%  in  1945,  67.5%  in  1946,  to  81%  in  the  year  under 
review.  This  surely  reflects  considerable  credit  on  the  desig- 
nated milk  producers  in  the  County  and  shows  that  their  efforts  to 
produce  clean  milk  satisfying  Government  requirements  are  bearing 
fruit.  One  hopes  that  it  is  an  earnest  of  still  better  results 
to  come  and  that  the  improving  trend  will  continue  until  100% 
satisfactory  results  are  attained  and  maintained.  That  at  any 
rate  is  the  goal  to  be  aimed  at. 

It  should  be  explained  that,  so  far  as  non-des ignated  milk  is 
concerned,  in  compiling  the  above  table,  -any  such  milk  In  the 
absence  of  specific  standards,  was  classified  as  satisfactory  if 
it  complied  with  the  requirements  for  Standard  Milk  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  by  no  means  an  exacting 
requirement.  This  leads  to  the  question  of  the  usefulness  of  the 
Methylene  Blue  (His cox)  Test  for  Non-designated  milk  introduced 
at  the  beginning  of  1947  as  a provisional  test.  Experience  has 
shown  that  in  seme  cases  milk  satisfies  this  test  and  yet  has  a 
high  bacterial  count  with  a positive  coliform  result.  How  then 
is  such  milk  to  be  correctly  assessed  and  such  results  correlated? 
Is  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  in  fact  a reliable  guide  in  such  a 
situation? 

In  connection  with  the  24  pasteurised  milk  samples  taken  in 
1947,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  7 unsatisfactory  results 
were  confined  to  samples  taken  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the 
year.  Five  of  these  samples  failed  in  respect  of  the'  phosphatase 
test  only,  one  failed  in  respect  of  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  only 
and  one  failed  in  respect  of  the  Coliform  test  only. 

As/ 
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As  was  pointed  out  in  last  year’s  report  the  plant  at  the 
Creamery  concerned  was  not  in  the  best  of  mechanical  condition  and, 
while  it  is  perhaps  problematical  to  speculate  on  the  exact  extent 
to  which  the  unsatisfactory  results  obtained  in  the  first  nine 
months  of  the  year  can  be  attributed  to  the  poor  condition  of  the 
plant  alone,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  following 
the  installation  in  the  autumn  of  modern  H.T.S.T.  pasteurising 
plant,  samples  were  found  satisfactory  on  all  counts.  New  bottle 
washing  and  bottle  filling  plant  was  still  awaited  however"  at  the 
end  of  the  year  and  until  these  are  available  the  management,  it 
must  be  acknowledged,  will  be  at  a disadvantage.  Delivery  dates 
for  these  items  were  very  uncertain  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

F o od  & Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

There  were  taken  under  this  Act,  during  the  year,  14  samples  of 
sweet  milk,  3 samples  of  tea,  3 samples  of  sugar,  2 samples  of 
barley,  2 samples  of  flour  and  one  sample  each  of  baking  soda, 
baking  powder,  oatmeal,  cheese,  tinned  carrots,  chocolate  powder, 
whisky  and  gin,  a total  of  32. 

One  sample  was  lost  in  transit,  one  official  sample  of  sweet 
milk  was  reported  deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of  27.6%  or 
thereby  and  deficient  in  milk  solids  not  fat  to  the  extent  of  18.9% 
or  thereby  and  the  remaining  thirty  samples  were  reported  genuine. 

The  vendor  of  the  deficient  sample  was  prosecuted  in  the 
Sheriff  Court,  pled  guilty  and  was  fined  £3. 

The  13  genuine  milk  samples  taken  in  1947  gave  a butter  fat 
average  of  4.46  per  cent  and  a non-fatty  solids  average  of  8.81 
per  cent. 

If  the  non  genuine  sample  is  included  the  corresponding  averages 
are  reduced  to  4.29 % and  8.68%  respectively  compared  with  the 
presumptive  legal  standard  of  3%  butter  fat  and  8.5%  non-fatty  solids. 

Unsound  Food. 


In  1947,  1 ton  8 cwts  3 qrs . 20  lbs . of  foodstuffs  were  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  human  consumption  or  unsaleable  and  32  lbs.  of 
chocolate  confectionery  were  classified  as  of  sub-standard  quality. 
The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  found  unfit  for  human  consumption 
during  the  year  was  slightly  over  three  times  the  corresponding 
total  for  1946  (9  cwts.  1 qr.  4 lbs.).  Details  of  articles  con- 
demned and  destroyed  are  as  follows:-  127  tins  of  meat,  303  tins 
of  vegetables,  67  tins  of  fish,  196  tins  of  milk,  66  tins  of  soup, 
278  tins  of  fruit,  50  tins  of  preserves,  4 tins  of  dried  eggs, 

30  lbs:  of  frozen  whole  egg,  13  lbs.  of  cheese,  9 lbs.  of  butter, 

2 cwts.  3 qrs.  4 lbs.  of  white  fish,  78  lbs.  of  flour,  6 lbs.  of 
madeira  cake,  7 packets  of  cake  mixture,  18  lbs,  of  sugar,  if  cwts. 
of  fruit  pulp  and  2 cwts.  5 lbs.  of  soft  fruit. 

As  usual  blown  or  damaged  tins  were  responsible  for  much  of 
the  tinned  goods  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  dampness  or 
over  ripeness  was  again  responsible  for  unsoundness  in  the  case  of 
other  goods.  Wherever  suitable,  condemned  food,  was  used  for  pig 
feeding. 

Premises  where  food  is  manufactured,  prepared,  or  sold  were 
examined  from  time  to  time  and  apart  from  a few  small  matters 
requiring  attention  and  which  were  soon  put  right,  they  were  gener- 
ally found  in  good  wholesome  condition. 

Meat . 
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The  only  slaughterhouse  in  the  County  is  the  Public 
Slaughterhouse  belonging  to  Alloa  Town  Council.  While  not  a 
modern  building  it  is  well  maintained  and  managed.  Underneath 
is  a statement  showing  the  year’s  activities  in  the  Slaugh terhouse 
kindly  supplied  by  the  Superintendent : - 


Number  of  animals  dealt  with  in  1947 

Weight  (in 
lbs . ) of 
condemned 
meat  & offals. 

Slaughtered. 

Who 1 ly 
condemned. 

Part ially 
condemned. 

Cattle . 

1152 

12 

8 

6662 

Sheep. 

6130 

3 

6 

392 

Pigs. 

27 

1 

5 

362 

Calves . 

21 

1 

- 

48 

Totals . 

7330 

17 

19 

7464 

, Cleans ing . 

This  was  satisfactorily  carried  out  during  the  year,  refuse 
being  collected  thrice  or  twice  weekly  in  the  populous  parts  of  the 
County  and  once  weekly  in  outlying  districts. 

The  total  weight  of  refuse  collected  by  the  two  vehicles 
employed,  including  a proportion  of  street  sweepings  and  garden 
refuse,  w as  5,440  tons  and  the  cost  of  collecting  and  disposing  of 
this  material  was  ll/8-g-d.  per  ton.  This  compares  favourably  with 
the  cost  of  14/ld.  per  ton  of  refuse  collected  and  disposed  of  the 
previous  year  by  contract. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a detailed  report  on  the  first 
year’s  cleansing  operations  by  direct  labour  was  submitted  to  the 
County  Council.  This  showed  among  other  things  the  cost  of 
collection  and  disposal  per  ton  of  refuse  and  the  quantity  of  refuse 
collected  as  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  Arising  from 
this  report  it  was  agreed  to  approach  the  other  Local  Authorities 
in  the  County  with  a viev/  to  having  a preliminary  meeting  with  them 
to  consider  the  desirability  of  forming  one  combined  cleansing 
organization  for  the  whole  County. 

During  the  year  22  tons  4 cwts . of  waste  paper,  valued  at 
£122.  2/-  were  collected  as  compared  with  24  tons  15  cwts.  the 
previous  year. 

Water  Supply  and  Drainage. 

The  proposed  Water  and  Drainage  schemes  for  the  County  referred 
to  in  last  year’s  report  were  the  subject  of  discussion  during  the 
year  between  the  County  Council,  other  interested  Local  Authorities 
and  the  Central  Government  Departments  concerned  and  although  the 
laying  of  certain  water  mains  and  sewers  which  will  fit  into  the 
final  schemes,  was  agreed  to,  it  was  not  possible  to  make  a start 
with  the  larger  works  which  will  be  required  in  the  County.  The 
grant  position  in  respect  of  these  schemes  was  not  officially 
indicated  during  the  year  and  this  helped  to  delay  a definite 
decision  but  another  very  important  problem  in  connection  with 
schemes  for  water  supply  and  drainage  in  the  County  is  that  of 
subsidence  due  to  mining  operations.  Uncertainties  in  this 
direction  do  not  make  the  task  of  preparing  schemes  for  water  and 
drainage  an  easy  one. 
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The  position  is  deteriorating  each  year  in  respect  of  these 
services  and  requires  early  improvement. 

Rats  & Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  and  Rats  & Mice  (Scotland) 

Order,  1945. 

The  County  Rat  Catcher  again  did  excellent  work  during  1947  and 
there  now  remain  no  known  major  infestations  in  the  County.  His 
services  were  in  regular  demand  hy  private  parties  and  in  an 
increasing  number  of  cases  arrangements  were  made  for  premises  to 
have  attention  every  two  or  three  months  after  initial  intensive 
work  for  vermin  destruction  had  been  carried  out. 

Reports  on  this  part  of  the  Local  Authority’s  activities  are 
made  every  quarter  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland 
and  from  the  reports  relative  to  1947  the  following  information  may 
be  of  interestj- 

A total  of  102  visits  were  paid  to  premises  for  rat  destruction, 
26  being  to  farms,  1 to  a poultry  farm,  28  to  dwelling  houses,  6 to 
shops,  9 to  factories,  5 to  piggeries,  2 to  stables,  2 to 
institutions,  11  to  sewage  disposal  works,  4 to  a knackery,  5 to 
refuse  tips  and  3 to  burns  and  ditches.  As  a result  of  these 
activities  it  is  estimated  that  something  in  the  region  of  3,000 
rats  were  destroyed. 

Housing , 


in 


Undernoted 

1947;- 


is  a list  of  the  new  houses  completed  in  the  County 


Permanent . 


Temporary, 


County  Landward  Area. 

20 

101 

Alloa  Burgh. 

20 

30 

Alva  Burgh. 

- 

- 

Tillicoultry  Burgh. 

6 

26 

Dollar  Burgh. 

10 

- 

The  total  number  of  houses 

provided  by  the 

Local 

in  the  County  in  1947  is  therefore  213  compared  with  274  in  1946, 
a decrease  of  61  or  22%.  This  of  course  merely  reflects  the 
constant  difficulties  and  shortages  with  which  all  Local 
Authorities  in  the  County  were  faced  in  the  provision  of  houses 
and  quite  fails  to  give  any  indication  of  the  considerable  time  and 
effort  which  they  gave  towards  the  problem. 


In  the  consideration  of  the  question  in  the  County  the  needs 
of  Miners  and  Agricultural  workers  received  special  attention. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  considerable  housebuilding  was  in  hand 
throughout  the  County  and  some  progress  was  being  made  notwith- 
standing the  persistenl  troubles  which  seem  to  be  endemic  in  the 
building  trade. 

During  the  year  reports  were  made  in  terms  of  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1930  in  respect  of  35  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  in  the  County  Landward  Area,  11  in  Alva  Burgh  and  6 in 
Dollar  Burgh.  The  Local  Authorities  concerned,  after  considering 
these  reports,  took  the  usual  statutory  action  to  ensure  that  these 
houses  should  be  closed  or  demolished  as  soon  as  circumstances 
allowed. 

Town  Planning. 


The/ 
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The  efforts  of  the  County  Council  in  the  field  of  Town 
Planning  were  greatly  handicapped  by  the  uncertainties  attending 
the  development  of  the  coal  field  in  the  County.  Lack  of 
adequate  staff  also  contributed  to  the  difficulties  but  the  general 
outlines  of  a new  township  area  between  Sauchie  and  Tullibody 
to  the  north  of  Alloa  Burgh  are  already  becoming  apparent. 

On  the  passing  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  of  1947 
the  County  Council  took  steps  to  secure  the  additional  technical 
staff  necessary  to  carry  out  the  duties  imposed  by  it  and  after  some 
difficulty  succeeded.  The  preliminary  work  involved  will  take 
some  time  to  complete  but  the  County  Council  are  endeavouring  to 
press  ahead  with  it. 


= — 


TABLE  I.  Causes  of  Death  (Corrected  for  Transfer)  during  1947* 
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TABLE  II.  - INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Return  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  (Excluding  Tuberculosis) 

t 

Notified  during  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1947* 
COUNTY  OF  CLACKMANNAN. 


Number  of  Cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


DISEASE. 

(— 1 At  All  Ages 

At  Age  - 

Years 

Cases 

0 removed  to 
hospital 

Cases  not 
[3  removed  to 
hospital . 

^ Under  1 

1 and 

^ under  5 

LO 
1 — 1 

TO 

G G 
a a) 
nO 
in  g 

4 

10 

CM 

nO 

G G 

3 G) 

T 1 

m G 
1 — l P 

5 

in 

nO 

G G 

3 CD 
TO 
in  G 
CM  3 

6 

LT\ 

no 

G G 
3 0) 
no 
10  G 
3 

7 

1 n 
VO 
no 

§ s 

no 
in  g 
nP  3 

8 

CO 

no  nO 

i g 

in  ft 
vVO  3 

9 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

Dysentery 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

4 

5 

1 

9 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

, 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Pneumonia,  Acute 

Influenzal 

12 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

5 

5 

2 

10 

Pneumonia,  Acute 

Primary 

36 

1 

6 

5 

6 

3 

4 

9 

2 

25 

11 

Pneumonia  (not 

otherwise 

notifiable 

4 6 

16 

13 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

46 

Poliomyelitis,  Acute 

12 

l 

6 

4 

- 

1 

$ 

- 

- 

12 

- 

Puerperal  Fever 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

75 

- 

19 

48 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

70 

5 

Total 

205 

21 

45 

7 — 

6l 

21 

11 

12 

22 

12 

173 

32 

\ ' K 
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TABLE  III.  TUBERCULOSIS. 


I.  - RETURN  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


— 

NUMBER  OF  CASES. 

( 

AGE  GROUPS. 

Diagnosis 

Confirmed 

Cases 

removed 

to 

Hospi- 
tal . 

-1 

l- 

5 

5- 

10 

VJ1  O 
1 

15- 

25 

25- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

65 

65+ 

Tot- 

al. 

-15 

15+ 

(Males 

2 

7 

3 

6 

7 

4 

4 

33 

18 

15 

16 

Pulmonary  . . . . (Females 

- 

3 

l 

13 

10 

1 

— 

- 

— 

28 

16 

10 

10 

(Total 

2 

10 

4 

19 

17 

5 

4 

- 

- 

6l 

34 

25 

26 

(Males 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

6 

6 



N on-Pulmonary  . . (Females 

- 

- 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

7 

5 

2 

2 

(Total 

. 1 

3 

4 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

13 

11 

2 

2 

Pulmonary  and  . . (Males 

3 

10 

5 

6 

7 

4 

4 

_ 

_ 

39 

24 

15 

16 

Non-Pulmonary  . . (Females 

- 

3 

3 

16 

10 

2 

1 

- 

— 

35 

21 

12 

12 

Grand  Total. 

3 

13 

8 

22 

17 

6 

5 

- 

- 

74 

45 

27 

28 

II.  - NUMBER  OF  CASES  TREATED  IN  SANATORIA  OR  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


dumber  of  Patients. 

In 

Aamitted 

Dis- 

Died 

in  the 

In 

Institu- 

during  .. 

charged 

Institu- 

Institu- 

tions  on 

the 

during 

tions 

tions 

January  1. 

year. 

the  year. 

After 

28 

days 

Under 

28 

days. 

on 

Dec.  31 • 

(Adults  /?alef 

Pulmonary  ( females 

(Children  (Females 

8 

11 

1 

1 

17 

11 

3 

5 

7 

7 

2 

5 

2 

3 

1 

2 

14 

12 

1 

1 

/AJ  (Males 

Adults  (Females 

Non-Pulmonary  (Males 

(Children  (Females 

TOTAL. 

1 

1 

4 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 
6 
1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

29 

42 

31 

6 

3 

31 

? 


\ 
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TABLE  III.  TUBERCULOSIS  (Contd.) 


III.  PERSONS  RESIDENT  IN  AREA  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1947,  KNOWN  TO  BE 

SUFFERING  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS. 

(Only  cases  in  which  a diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  has  been  confirmed 
are  included)  . 


Number  of  Cases  in  Age-groups. 


-1 

1- 

5 

5- 

10 

10- 

15 

15- 

25 

25- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

65 

65+ 

Tot- 

al. 

Pulmonary. 

1 . Sputum  not 

(Males 

_ 

2 

8 

l 

12 

7 

1 

1 

32. 

present. 

(Females . 

- 

2 

3 

3 

16 

8 

1 

2 

36 

2.  Sputum  present 

(Males 

— 

but  not  examined. 

(Females . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Sputum  examined  and 

(Males 

— 





5 

8 

4 

4 

21 

tubercle  bacilli  found. 

(Females . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

14 

6 

2 

- 

28 

4.  Sputum  examined  and 
tubercle  bacilli  never 

(Males 

6 

8 

2 

1 

17 

found. 

(Females . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

14 

2 

— 

20 

Total . 

- 

4 

11 

4 

49 

59 

16 

10 

l 

154 

Non-Pulmonary . 

1.  Abdominal 

(Males 



(Females . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

l 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 . Spine «. 

(Males 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

3 

(Females . 

- 

1 

1 

- 

3 

3 

1 

- 

- 

9 

3-  Bones  and  joints 

(Males 

— 

_ 

2 

1 

4 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

7 

(exclusive  of  spine) 

(Females. 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 1 

4 

4.  Superficial  glands. 

(Males 

— 

— 

4 

6 

— 

3 

— 

_ 

_ 

13 

(Females . 

— 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

4 

1 

- 

17 

5 • Lupus . 

(Males 

(Females . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

6 . Other  parts  or  organs . 

(Males 

— 

— 

l 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

(Females . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3 

Total . 

- 

4 

10 

14 

11 

13 

6 

3 

1 

62 

PULMONARY  AND  NON-PULMONARY  TOTAL. 

- 

8 

21 

18 

60 

72 

22 

13 

2 

216 

r \ 
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t)  J 
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•w 

- - 
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